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© March 2, 2000

TO: Members _
' Joint Cormmttee an Fmance _

FROM: Bob Lang, Director

S[EB.?ECT: Assembly Su_bstitgxte_ A_mendmeni 1 to Assembly Bill 141: Vehicie Color and Motor
Vehicle Registration : .

o Assembly Bill 141 was mtmduced on ?ebmary 25, 1999, and referred to the Assembly
Committee on 'I’ransportatzon ‘On Aprﬂ 22, 1999, that Committee récommended passage of
Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 to-AB 141 on a vote of 14 to 1. The bill was referred to the
- Joint Committee on __I_?m__z_ip_ce on May 6, 1999.

e Assembly Substituie Amandmem I to AB 141 would reqmre the Department of
__Transportation to mciude a vehxcles color on a cemﬁcate of reg;straﬁon for veincies other than
. _motorcycles, that are reglstcred at a gross weighi of 8,000 pounds or less. The substitute
~ amendment would require DOT to mclude a place to mdzcate the color of a vehicle being reg;stered
on the apphcation for an orzgmal regzstraiion for these vehicles. The substitute amendment would
also require DOT to include on the _application for an original registration a place for indicating
‘whether the color of a vehicle is different from the color specified on the e:ustmg ccrtificate of
registration and, if so, the new color.

Under currem Iaw D()T rnust mclude on rcg;stration renewal apphcatzens the same
information that must be zncluded on an apphcation for an cngmal ragxstraﬂon or parts of this
information that the Department deems necessary to assure proper registration of the vehicle.
Therefore, under the substitute amendment, DOT would have to include places for indicating the
color-related information on registration renewal applications only if the Depanment deems it
necessary for proper registration.




The substitute amendment would specify that no person has to notify DOT before the next.
renewal of registration for a vehicle that a color has been changed from the color stated in the most
recent application for registration of the vehicle. o

The substitute amendment would prohibit a law enforcement officer from stopping a vehicle
solely because the vehicle’s color, differs from the color stated in the application for registration of
that vehicle. This pmhlbitlon would not limit the authority of a law enforcement officer to issue a
citation for improper registration of a vehicle whose color differs from the color stated in the
application for registration of the vehicle, if the difference is observed in the course of a stop or
inspection made for other purposes.

These changes would first apply to applications for registration of vehicles that are subrmtted
to DOT on the first day of the fourth month begmnmg after pubhcatxon of the act, or on }uly I,
2000, whzchever is later. s

FISCAL EFFECT

In its fiscal note for the bill, DOT indicates that its vehicle registration data processing and
. printing systems would need. to be modified to accommodate vehicle color, at a one-time cost of
$3’7 500. DC}T mdzcates that the substztute amendmem wouid have the same ﬁscal effect as the -
. _ongma} blll

In preparing this estimate, DOT assumed- that the new celor reqmrement would apply to.all

' név?iy registered vehzcies, bui that vehtcies that are aiready registered at the: time ()f the' effectwe i

date would not be subject to the reqmrf:ment even upen registration renewa} These vehmles
would only be issued a certificate of registration spec1fymg the color of the vehicle if and when they
are first registered by a new owner.. Eventually, under this 1mplemen£aﬁon plan, almost all

rcglstered ‘vehicies would have a cer{;ﬁcate of reglstratmn mdlcaung the ‘color of tha vehzc}c but-; o
 this would take many years. The Depa:r{ment indicates that issuing. certificates of rﬁglstratzon upon - -
renewa} for all vehlcles that are aiready reglstered at the time of the effectzve date of the bill would

y increase. the ﬁsca} 1mpact of the bill. by $690 000. Most of the addznona} cxpanse is assocmted with-

_ higher costs f()r postage and maﬂmg since the Department would be requared to send a form in an
_enveiope to all vehicle owners w;th thelr reglstrauon renewai nouce whereas currentky only a
postcard is sent.

. '{’he subst.ituta amenément would not provx,df: additional. funds for the Division of Motor
. Vehmles for the .one- -titne. cests 1dent1ﬁsd in thc fiscai est;mate so thcse c:ests would have to he
~ absorbed within the Division’s budge{ ($6’7 93’7 400 in 2000- Gl) '
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